
Writing 
Skills Reading as a Writer 

 

Reading as a writer means understanding the effectiveness of the text in writing-specific 
ways that can help you write better. 

 
Many lecturers choose texts because of the content they contain. When you read, it will be 
necessary to take note of their theories and developments in the field in a meaningful way. 
But, understanding the way writing practices inform the text is also very important. Writers 
miss an important chance to learn if they don’t see the way that good writing practices are 
present, or absent, from a text. 

 
If the ideas of a text are easy for you to understand, there is a good chance that good 

writing is a big help in that success. Good writing in this case means effective organisation 

on many levels: an introduction paragraph that maps out the whole text, body paragraphs 

that focus on a single idea, sentences that aren’t all overly complex, and any complicated 

words/concepts are well explained. The funny thing is that good writing often seems 

invisible, because it doesn’t distract from the ideas. Develop a way to understand good 

writing and it is easier to create it for yourself. 

 
Sometimes, though, we read a text that doesn’t seem to consider its reader as much as it 

could. In these texts, we find our minds drifting, we lose track of the central argument, we 

look up too many words, or we get lost in long sentences and paragraphs. It is equally 

important to be aware of the distinction between the quality of the ideas and the quality of 

the writing, because otherwise we can just begin to feel stupid. When we feel stupid, we 

don’t learn as much. 

 
What kinds of things can we take note of when we read? 

• Organised paragraphs that don’t confuse or lose us as readers. 

• Simple short sentences mixed in with more complex content. 

• Effective examples that illustrate certain points in a different way. 

• Helpful summaries of important background information. 

• Anticipation of a reader’s questions then addressing them as issues are raised. 
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