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Writing 
Skills 

	

 Resource Assessment 

 
 
Filling out these Resource Tables will give you a better sense of the usefulness of 
what you’re reading. Academic writing often requires an appraisal of the sources for our 
evidence and this will allow you to develop a critical awareness of an article’s attributes. 
Feel free to copy and paste this empty table and refer to the student example below.  
 
 

Field Comment 

Search Term  

Article Name/Format  

Publication Name  

Description of Publication  

Author(s) Names  

Author’s Background/Other 
Texts 

 

Brief Description  

Main Argument, Best 
Evidence 

 

Major Failings  

Overall assessment of 
source usefulness 

 

Link (if available)  

 

Quote (and page number) Discussion 
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Research Table Example 1 
 

Field Comment 

Search Term Women’s Rights in Developing World 

Article Name/Format Women’s Rights 

Publication Name Global Issues 

Description of 
Publication 

Online article about women’s rights drawing from many sources 

Author(s) Names Anup Shah 

Author’s 
Background/Other 
Texts 

He runs the website, does not exactly have the credentials to be 
writing about women’s rights (degree in computer science) but 
makes up for this by citing all of his sources for the information 
he provides 

Brief Description Very descriptive and detailed article about women’s rights, the 
progress and lack thereof, key issues in women’s rights, poverty 
and climate change (both in relation to women) 

Main Argument, 
Best Evidence 

Many arguments in this piece, all well supported by other 
resources 

Major Failings Almost too long for a reader to stay focused 

Overall assessment 
of source 
usefulness 

Will be useful to grab from when writing my paper and find 
supporting evidence for my story. I am excited about this 
resources because of its depth and detail. 

Link (if available) http://www.globalissues.org/article/166/womens-rights 

 

Quote (and page number) Discussion 

Gender equality furthers the cause 
of child survival and development for 
all of society, so the importance of 
women’s rights and gender equality 
should not be underestimated. 

Very “to the point” quote, explains why this 
issue needs to be explored and corrected. It 
is easy to say that it needs to be done but 
what I like about this article is that it provides 
evidence as to why and what kind of impact it 
would have should this problem be corrected. 
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